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To the Diocese of San Cristóbal de Las Casas, Chiapas

To the Churches of the World

To the National and International Press

To the Defenders of Human Rights, National and International

The Public opinion

Brothers and sisters

The Community of the faithful of the Parish of San Pedro Chenalhó, in these difficult moments of the construction of the Kingdom of God, we would like today to speak with our brothers and sisters in Chenalhó and with the people of God in general. We see how our country is right now, and especially we see what is to come in our land and territory of Chenalhó. We know, as diverse organizations which are both indigenous and non-indigenous have shown, that here in Chenalhó they want to construct a rural city like those in Santiago de Pinar and Nuevo Juan de Grijalva and also planned in other municipios (large townships) of the State of Chiapas.

Our mission as followers of Jesus is the same mission as that of Jesus: “ˆThe spirit of the Lord is upon me. He has anointed me to bring Good News to the poor, to announce their liberty to the captives and to the blind who soon are going to see. To release the oppressed and declare the year of the grace of the Lord...Today are accomplished these prophecies that you have just heard” (Luke. 4, 18-19. 21) Brothers and sisters, it is our turn to live and carry out “today” in the situation in which we live this mission of Jesus.

The Bishops united in Aperecida expressed: The indigenous people are threatened in their physical, cultural and spiritual existence...they suffer grave attacks to their identity and survival, since economic and cultural globalization put at risk their very existence as distinct peoples.  DA 90

It concerns us that they impose the project of rural cities and do not consult whether the people agree or not, and if they make certain consultations they are based on lies and omissions, the government never says clearly what this mega project will bring, whether it is for the well being or harm of the people; for example, they don’t explain “Productive Reconversion” and whom it is that are the beneficiaries of this Reconversion. The rural cities were not invented by the state and federal governments of this six year term, they have a history that goes many years back, for example: during the colonization of Latin America, that in those times were known not as rural cities but as “reductions”, with the goal of making easier and more efficient the control of the population in order to collect tribute (taxes), utilize them as labor for the mines and plantations (most frequently of sugar cane) and for the very construction of the cities of the Spaniards, and of course for political and military control. It is true that then as now it was alleged to have certain advantages for the population directly effected; that the population concentration permits offering them the basic services of potable water, education, health care, etc. Supposedly to combat poverty here in Chiapas.

With this brief explication, we the faithful of Chenalhó reach the conclusion to reject definitively the construction of rural cities. Because it is clear that this is a plan for us to abandon our lands and for international companies to occupy them and that once we are concentrated they can control us and obligate us to seed other crops that now are not going to be corn milpas and beans, etc. Because it is very clear in the publicity that the government has made in huge signs that one sees from Chenalhó to San Cristóbal: Avoid fires, change cultivation practices. We know that the government offers a lot of money to buy the land, but the earth is our mother. God has given it to us. We want to speak to the government a passage from the Old Testament that speaks of the life of a peasant called Nabot: ˆNabot had a vineyard, King Ahab said to Nabot: leave me have your vineyard to serve as my vegetable garden, since it is next to my house. I will give you for it a better vineyard, or, if it seems well to you, I will pay you what it is worth. Nabot responded to him:  Deliver me God from giving away the inheritance of my parents...”(Kings 21, 1-16) With the refusal of Nabot, they later sent someone to kill him, but the prophet of God did not remain silent.

This story is not over, The present governments continue dispossessing the land of the peasants as occurred to our brothers of San Salvador Atenco, when Vincente Fox wanted to buy their land, but the peasants of Atenco refused and defended their land. But the government to avenge itself on the peasants invented crimes against them and condemned them to more than 4 years in jail. This is an example of the many dispossessions and violations of human rights that the poor suffer. The bishops expressed it like this: In the decisions over the riches of biodiversity and nature, the traditional populations have been practically excluded. Nature has been and continues to be assaulted. The earth was plundered. The waters are being treated as if they were goods negotiable by the companies, in addition to having been transformed into a property disputed by the grand potencies. A very important example in this situation is the Amazonia.

As a Church, being faithful to our mission given by Jesus Christ, we cannot be indifferent before this situation: “if we attempt to close our eyes before these realities we are no defenders of the Kingdom and we put ourselves on the path of death” (DA 358) “ The Church accompanies the indigenous in the struggle for their legitimate rights”. (DA 89) “The Church cannot, nor should not remain at the margins in the struggle for justice”. (DA 385) And in our past assembly we reached the agreement to: CARE FOR AND DEFEND THE EARTH.

BROTHERS AND SISTERS OF DIFFERENT RELIGIONS, OGANIZATIONS AND OTHER SOCIAL GROUPS: Let us see that the word of God is carried out, that of working for the truth and denouncing injustices. We invite you to open your eyes and your hearts. Together let us prevent that they deliver our lands into the hands of the rich and powerful. Jesus himself said: The kings of the nations behave like they own them, and while they oppress them they call themselves benefactors.  (Luke 22: 25) Let’s follow the example of Jesus who struggled against injustices, confronted the emperors in order to defend the enslaved people; He was a liberator of oppressed people. Let’s not see this struggle of Jesus as a simple story of the past, because he said: “Today are accomplished these prophesies which you have just heard.” It never is to late to raise your voice.
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