The Parish of San Pedro, Martyr Apostle
Chenalhó, Chiapas, México
September 11, 2010
 
To the Diocese of San Cristóbal de Las Casas, Chiapas
To the Churches of the World
To the National and International Press
To the Defenders of National and International Human Rights
To Public Opinion,
 
Brothers and Sisters,
“We as Christians should always be on the side of truth and justice.” These are the words of our bishops in Mexico in their pastoral letter, “To commemorate our history from our faith so that we can be committed now to our homeland.”
 
We are in the midst of the bicentennial of the Independence of Mexico and the centennial on the Mexican Revolution, the authorities and the media never tire of repeating it. From what we have heard, the government is spending a great deal of money on the festivities to celebrate. But what is it that they are celebrating? The end of slavery desired by Father Miguel Hidalgo? The liberty of the people that José María Morelos defended? That the campesinos have “Land and Liberty” as Zapata hoped for? Are the Mexican people independent or do we continue being dependent on transnational businesses? Are we the Indigenous people truly free?
 
As part of the Indigenous people of Chenahló, followers of Christ the Liberator, and devotees of the Virgen of Guadalupe “Patron of our liberty” we remember all of the struggles and the suffering that we have had as a people throughout our history. Specifically, in 1989 we fought to get rid of the oil exploration crews that had been sent by the government. The Catholic Church organized prayers and pilgrimages to defend Our Mother Earth. In 1992 as a church we organized again for the liberty of five of our brothers, unjustly jailed. In 1997 as the Catholic church, in the middle of so much violence we organized fasts and prayers for peace and justice, and as a consequence, 45 of our brothers and sisters were massacred by paramilitaries, four pregnant women.  There has been no justice for this massacre, instead it has fed the impunity and shame of our federal and state authorities.
 
We are now organizing again to defend our way of life, the Land is our identity, we are of the land, it gives us our sustenance, without land, we the indigenous people, would be nothing.
 
In our communiqué this past August 8th we said, “We know that, as diverse indigenous and non-indigenous organizations have revealed/declared, here in Chenalhó they want to construct a rural city like those of Santiago del Pinar and Nuevo Juan de Grijalva”.  We are united today, all of those who serve this Catholic Church, because of the information that we have received showing that indeed they do want to construct a rural city in Chenalhó, even though the government has denied it.
 
The government says that this project is to counteract poverty, we say that this is not true, it is more accurately a program to make the indigenous people even more poor, it is to control, to strip our culture away, and to strengthen some businesses. We have our way of life, of constructing our houses, we don’t understand why people from outside should determine the size of the house, turn the house into a trap. We are not little chickens to be trapped and gathered up as they were in Nuevo Grijalva. Why should just a few people decide what we plant on our land when our ancestors left us with the wisdom of millennium that CORN is the heart of our life?
 
We, as Christians, conscious of our dignity and of our commitment with the Gospel of Christ, we repeat that we do not want this rural city to be built here.
 
Given the situation in which we, the Indigenous people, find ourselves, there is no sense in celebrating the bicentennial of the Independence and the centennial of the Revolution, because the humble people and the simple people that fought for our homeland are not taken into account, instead they are manipulated and controlled through assistance projects. The bishops, in their pastoral letter expressed, “Today, what the Church celebrates is the gift of liberty, being thankful for it and working to preserve it and make it richer. Inside this Christian vision of history, the suffering and pain take on a profound significance of the interior battle that helps the believer reaffirm that the Catholic faith was an element that was present and dynamic in the gradual construction of our national identity.”
 
The true celebration would be in respecting the dignity of the Indigenous people, not in stripping away their lands; in respecting and honoring the accord of San Andrés as expressed in the declaration of the United Nations in Article 26, “The Indigenous people have the right to the land, territory and resources that they have traditionally possessed, occupied, or in any other way utilized or acquired.”
 
Our word is founded on the Bible and on the teachings of the Church
 
As a Church, part of our mission is to listen to the pain and suffering of the people, God himself says, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land” (Exodus 3:7-8). Our history has been a history of commitment to the Gospel of Christ. “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor… Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing” (Luke 4:18-19,21).
 
The Bishops affirmed: “The Church accompanies the Indigenous people in their struggle of their legitimate rights.”
 
Also, in our Diocesan assembly this year, one of the accords is: To stop the damage that we ourselves to to our Mother Earth and to organize to educate others about the advance/attack of these projects of death such as mines, seizures of land, rural cities, etc.
 
We are aware that working for truth and justice, we run the risk of being harassed and persecuted, but Jesus tells us, “And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age” (Matthew 28:20). “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you” (Matthew 5:11-12). ] 
Atentamente
La voz de los servidores de La Parroquia de San Pedro Apóstol Mártir
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                        Alberto Pérez López                                
Manuel Ortiz Gutiérrez                       
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 Hna. Juana Pérez Gómez                        Hna. Catarina Pérez Pérez
       


Hna. Claudia Estela Gutiérrez Hernández            Hna. Josefina Arteaga Castañeda
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