26 September 2011

 

Dear __________, 

I am writing about an urgent situation in San Patricio, a community in the autonomous Zapatista municipio “Nueva semilla que va a producir” with its headquarters in the community Roberto Barrio, official township of Palenque, in the northern zone of Chiapas. 

The people of San Patricio are currently besieged by a large number of armed paramilitaries who have tried to drive them off their lands through threats and intimidation.  The people have not been able to go to their fields in order to feed their families and are living in a state of fear.  All of us know the devastating effects of paramilitary groups on communities in the 1990s.  The recent aggression on the people of San Patricio and the increase of paramilitary incursions in Zapatista communities in other parts of the state, reminds us of the build-up of paramilitary aggression that led to the massacre in Acteal, Chenalhó.   All efforts must be made to prevent another Acteal and to ensure the peaceful co-existence of groups with differing agendas in Chiapas.

I respectfully urge you to pay immediate attention to the crisis in San Patricio, as well as other communities experiencing threats.  Specifically, I urge you to use your power to see that the paramilitary groups that are threatening the people of San Patricio are disbanded and that this community and other Zapatista communities are guaranteed the right to support themselves from their land in peace and security. 

Many of us are inspired by the way that people of San Patricio and other Zapatista communities are exploring ways to share and to live dignified, productive, and peaceful lives.  All effort should be made by government officials in Chiapas and at the national level to assist these people to continue living as they see fit and on the lands where they have worked hard to become able and committed stewards.

 Sincerely,
